TOM WHELAN

ontauk Hatchery is located at the headwaters of the Current River in Montauk

State Park. The hatchery is owned and operated by the Missouri Department of
Conservation. Montauk Springs, Bluff Springs and other small springs in the
park provide water for the hatchery. An estimated 53 million gallons of water

flow daily from this series of sand boil and bluff springs. Montauk is the 12 largest spring in Mis-

souri.

Montauk Hatchery began operation in 1932. The first trout season in which daily tags were is-
sued was 1939, when 3,040 were sold. In contrast, the record year was 1989 when 103,056 were
sold. In 2005, 86,469 tags were sold. The hatchery office and buildings are all located in one re-
modeled building. The original building and hatching facilities were constructed in 1948. The
hatchery staff consists of nine full time and one seasonal employee. At least one hatchery em-

ployee is always on duty, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.



In October and November, hatchery staff spawn and fertilize eggs collected from Montauk’s own
broodstock. In February, fertilized eggs are received from Shepard of the Hills hatchery in Bran-
son. The eggs are placed in hatching jars and supplied with a constant flow of spring water. Wa-
ter temperature is usually around 56°F. Two weeks after the eggs have been fertilized, the eyes
of the trout become visible through the egg shell. This usually means that the trout will start

hatching within a week.

Newly hatched trout do not have a swim bladder or a fully functional mouth. After hatching, it
takes an additional two weeks for the swim bladder and mouth parts to fully develop. When trout
are in this stage of life, they are called sac fry. Fortunately, sac fry are hatched with two weeks
of food in their stomach. While the swim bladder develops, the sac fry will remain on the bottom
of the hatching tank consuming the food in their bellies. The swim bladder is fully developed af-

ter two weeks and the fish will begin to swim.

At this stage of life they are called swim-ups or juveniles. The swim-ups are transferred from
the hatching jars to the holding tanks where they are fed hourly during the daylight hours. They
will remain in the hatchery basement for three months until they reach two to three inches in
length. At this stage they are called fingerlings and are moved outside to the raceways.

Montauk Hatchery has three raceway systems. The mill pool cluster located between the mill
and the lodge was constructed in 1968 and is the largest of the three systems. It is divided into
twelve separate pools (150 ft x 20 ft x 2.29 ft.) and is capable of producing 360,000 ten inch
trout annually. Water flow requirements to operate this pool system are 25 cubic feet per second

or 16,156,800 gallons per day.

The Montauk lake cluster is the second largest system and was constructed in 1972. It is lo-
cated north of the hatchery office near Montauk Lake. It consists of four pools (100 ft x 12 ft x
2.25 ft each) and is capable of producing 100,000 ten inch rainbow trout annually. Water re-
quirements for operating this pool system are 7.5 cubic ft per second or 4,847,040 gallons per
day. The third and smallest cluster of raceways, called the hatchery pools, are located next to
the hatchery office and were constructed in 1963. It is capable of producing 20,000 ten inch
trout annually. Water flow requirements to operate this pool cluster are 2.7 cubic feet per second

or 1,724,546 gallons per day.



Annual capacity of these three pool clusters is between 280,000 and 300,000 pounds of trout.
Trout are fed a commercial trout food. After 15 months, the trout have grown to twelve inches
and are ready to be stocked in Missouri’s trout streams and lakes. Hatchery personnel feed 1.3
pounds of fish food for every pound of fish produced. The cost to produce one twelve inch fish
ranges from $1.00 to $1.25. The hatchery staff on average feeds about a thousand pounds of

trout feed each day.

Montauk Fishing

The Current River in Montauk State Park is about three miles long and is divided into three
zones. The summer fishing season begins March 1% and continues through October 31°. Free
Fishing Days are held the first Saturday and Sunday following the first Monday in June. Winter
Catch and Release begins the second Friday in November and runs to the second Monday in
February. Fishing is only permitted upstream from the old low-water bridge located just below

the ADA fishing pier in the campground.

Montauk Stocking Schedule

Fish are stocked every night between March 1% and October 31% at a rate of 2.25 trout per an-
ticipated tag. Fish are stocked in approximately 30 different locations during weekends and 23
different locations during the week. For example, in 2005, 208,000 trout weighing 172,000
pounds were stocked for this program. The average sized fish was 12.5 inches. In other terms,

that is 69,333 trout per mile of stream.

Other Areas Receiving Montauk Trout

Six of the Missouri Department of Conservation’s Trout Areas are stocked by Montauk Hatch-
ery. These areas are stocked annually with a total of 30,000 to 35,000 fish. Each area is stocked
periodically by a boat or truck. These areas are Stone Mill Spring at Fort Leonard Wood, the
Roubidoux Creek in Waynesville, Little Piney River southwest of Rolla, and the Current River

between Cedar Grove and Aker’s Ferry.

As part of the St. Louis Winter Fishing Program, Montauk raises and stocks 35,000 trout for nu-
merous lakes in St. Louis and the Busch Conservation Area. Montauk raised fish are also sup-
plied for fishing at Roaring River State Park and Maramec Spring Park as well as an occasional

stocking in Lake Taneycomo, near Branson.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



